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this desert of corruption is the vigorous adminis-
tration of Matthew Bassarab and Basil " the Wolf"
in their respective principalities.

These two remarkable princes were contemporaries.
Bassarab ruled over Wallachia from 1633 to 1654,
Basil governed Moldavia from 1634 to 1653. Both
owed their elevation to the throne to a wave of
indignation against the growing influence of the
Greeks ; both represented the national party at the
outset, but both found that they could not dispense
with the aid of the foreigners, who held the key of
the situation at Constantinople. To keep on good
terms with the Sultan, it was necessary to pacify his
Greek advisers ; to pacify the latter, it was necessary
to be gracious to their fellow-countrymen in Ron-
mania. While Bassarab temporised between the two
parties, Basil, once on the throne, threw in his lot
with the Greeks, to the disgust of the natives.

The reigns of these two princes arc noteworthy as
the era of law reform and general culture in Rou-
mania. The first systematic attempt to give the
principalities a code of law was due to them. I litherto
custom had taken the place of written paragraphs,
and judicial proceedings had been rough and ready.
There are, indeed, traces of an institution found
thereat a very early date analogous to our trial by
jury; but the prince had been regarded as the chief
arbiter between litigants, and he could decide as he
chose. Now, however, a change was introduced.
The criminal code of Basil, savage as it is, constituted
a great advance upon any previous method of juris-
prudence, Draco himself was hardly more severe